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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR UN WA 

SUBJECT: DECREE ON NAMIBIA 
REFS: A) LUSAKA 1618; B) USUN 3783 

1. CIRCULAR LETTER FROM OFFICE OF MARITIME AFFAIRS TO 
SHIPPING COMPANIES RE NAMIBIA BEING POUCHED TO YOU TODAY 
TOGETHER WITH UN DECREE NO. 1 FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 
NATURAL RESOURCES OF NAMIBIA. FYI, LETTER CALLS ATTENTION 
TO SECTION 5 OF DECREE, WHICH PROVIDES THAT SHIPS 
CARRYING RESOURCES PRODUCED IN OR EMANATING FROM NAMIBIA 
ARE SUBJECT TO SEIZURE ON BEHALF OF THE UN COUNCIL FOR 
NAMIBIA, BUT NOTES THAT COUNCIL HAS NOT IMPLEMENTED DECREE 
AND USG UNABLE PREDICT WHETHER IT WILL ATTEMPT ENFORCE IT. 
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LETTER FURTHER INDICATES USG ANTICIPATES THAT IF ENFORCE- 
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MENT ATTEMPTED COUNCIL WOULD TRY TO DO SO THROUGH COURT 
SYSTEM OF COUNTRY IN WHICH SHIP WAS FOUND; IT WOULD THEN 
BE UP TO THAT SYSTEM TO DETERMINE LEGAL EFFECT OF DECREE. 

END FYI 

2. WE PROPOSE PROVIDE MCBRIDE WITH TEXT OF LETTER BUT NOT 
WITH LIST OF ADDRESSEES. INGERSOLL 
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